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SKY WATCH REPORT

" Is made up from contributions by Members assembled b
dmﬂM Parker. Your contributions are most welcome - e-mail

them to arnold_parker@btinternet.com (better still with pictures if you
have them - but sfill very welcome even if you don’t).

Wery (hristmas and a Fappy Hew Year to all Sky
Watck MWembers, ssociates anmd Supporfers

Flooding Still a Major
Community Problem

After heavy rain large expanses of land can become quickly flooded and the quickest way
to check them out is by observation aireraft. This photograph clearly shows how the
Derwent has broken its banks and covered surrounding areas. The aireraft was able to

quickly and efficiently check for livestock, people or property at risk in thirty minutes
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More Scotland Cover Minutes of the AGM

Allan Marsh has recently opened a

ho wish to
farm strip at Inverkip, just outside the aof th];mml lhi B;:E: of tha A r&:ﬂv;:;;g
Glasgow Zone on the sast side of the

| f Meeting and Report and Accounts for the
Eﬂﬂ:—%ﬁium :: . Fnac year ended 31 March 2008, should E-
R , mall or telephone the National Secretary.
Allan i3 an ex ship's captain working . .
for the Coastguard based in Greenock so mall: skywatcheapsec@btinternet.com
he has a good practical knowledge of 'I:;: EUE 429604 e
SAR. His aircraft is a microlight Zenair © ccuments were produced in
801 radio and transponder equipped different formats they are not available
with an endurance of about 3 hours, on-line. Graham Whitehead

National Secretary
A Bit of Statistics

“Loop” has published the CAA's figures for airoraft registered in the UK. I've
enhanced the data a bit by showing the sectors as percentages of the whole and also
added up the lot to give the total number of aireraft on the UK fleet - 19,835,

Fixed Wing (we assume this includes airliners, corporate jets etc as well as the
normal GA stuff) : 10,6284 (84%). Microlights 4302 (22%). Balloons 1962 (10%).
Helicopters 1,480 (7%). Gliders 1,107 (6%). Autogyro's 878 (1%).

HRather surprising - there are significantly more balloons than gliders. Also, if you
deduct a guesstimate of the airline, cargo, executive stuff and twins off the Fixed Wing
total - and move the VLA's onto the microlights - the VLA/Micro sector could now be
two thirds (or more) of the size of the conventional single engine light aireraft fleet.

Arnold



From the
Chairman’s Desk

First, I would like to thank all of the
Chief Pilots who responded to my e-mail
requesting confirmation of unit status,
'basic’ or 'responder’. The information
provided gives a much better picture of
where we stand as an organization.

Next, I've now had the opportunity to
read the reports from individual units
that were requested by our National
Secretary, Graham Whithead and I'd like
to congratulate you on the progress that
has been achieved (n difficult
ciroumstances with an increase in fuel
costs and a general ‘tightening of belts'
at this time of economic diffioulty.
These reports from individual units
together with Sky Watch Heport give me
and the other Trustees a much better
idea of what is going on at the 'coal face'.

However, communication iz a two
way process and it's only fair to let
members know what the Trustees are up
to. Later this month our Becretary will
be representing EBky Watch at the
Floucestershire Local Regilience
Forum where senior members of the
emergency services and representatives
of other wvoluntary organizations will
try and learn lessons from the
catastrophic floods of 2007, and the
subsequent report by Bir Michael Pitt.
Graham Whitehead will also wvisit the
Emergency BServices Exhibition at
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire towards
the end of November.,

Also in November Graham and I will
attend the Voluntary B8Sector Civil
Protection Forum (VSCP Forum) which
ls chaired by the British Red Cross and
gives the voluntary sector the
opportunity to exchange ideas with
each other and the Civil Contingencies
Becretatriat; this meeting takes place in
the Cabinet Offices in Whitehall. I've
also been invited to speak at the annual
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Police Aviation Conference, also in London.
Closer toc home I'll be attending a meeting of
the local Volunteer Emergency Liaison
Group which is chaired by a member of
the Civil Contingencies Unit of Durham
County Council.

Finally, ourFounder, Arnold Parker,
Graham Whitehead and I will be attending
the &port and Light Airoraft Show
(BPLASBH)at the NEC, Birmingham on
Sunday, 30 November. If you, or any of your

colleagues are planning to attend on the
same day then please button hole us and join
us for a cup of coffee..

Beat regands to all,

Tony
Chairman, SWCAP



Wiltshire Unit Update - Getting Involved with the

County’s Emergency Services

Mobile phone linked into the airoeraft
headset/radio leads has proved
invaluable for communication with
ground search units - but so far a
connector for the Lynx headsets
mainly used on microlights is not
avallable.

Wiltshire Unit held a meeting in
the spring and met our fellow pilots
and discussed how we would work -
mainly on our own but if help was
needed then we would ring around
to see who was avallable. A regular
get together was thought to be a
good idea.

[ have been on Wiltshire's Local
Resilience Volunteers' Forum for
some time, pushing Sky Watch
whenever the opportunity has
arisen. Consequently some six
months ago I was asked to start
Exercise Equinox ( a Major
Incident Emergency Exercise) by
flying overhead the site and then
giving a CHALET report to
Lyneham (in reality it would be to
D & D - the Distress & Diversion
Unit at London ATC Centre.

At the end of September I took up
the County's Chief Emergency
Planning Officer (EPO) and flew to
Balisbury to start “Equinox”.
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All went well and everyone was very
impressed - so impressed they have agreed to
fund my mobile air/transmission equipment
which I would have had for the exercise but Een
at Air Supply, Leeds, could not get his suppliers to
supply the correct kit for Lynx headsets - I'm
firat in the queue but delivery is still up in the air.
It is planned that a recording of my Report will
be used to kick off the Exercise Debrief.

I am in liaison with the Folice Helicopter Unit
and they have asked me to give them a complete
list of landing sites in the County as there have
been numerous reports of *air crashes” - which in
reality were simply aircraft landing on grass
strips in the countryside. Job done, and now the
EFO is talking about an official meeting betwean
themselves, the Police and Sky Watch. I will
report back as this one develops.

I have taken part, both as a Community
Emergency Volunteer and as a S8ky Watch pilot,
in a classroom exercizse where I met the
Chairman of the local SBearch and Resoue unit
who asked me for a flight and to join his
Committee. I have not yet done the first and am
due to attend my first LA LRFSA meeting next
wesk - I'll report back.

The LRF Chairman has intimated that he
would find Sky Wateh most useful as an extra
pair of eyes in the sky and and the articles in the
latest Bky Watch Reports will be used as good
ammunition to get us off the ground - as wall as
getting the Police on our side, or perhaps getting
us into their good boaoks.

All in all T hope that 8ky Watch is living up to
its name and becoming more of an item within
the County. We will never be given any warning
when we are needed so we must all be as ready as
possible for any and all emergencies. I intend to
get a copy of this to all our Unit's pilots before
our winter meeting.

It has been, I belleve, worth the effort of
attending the meetings I have mentioned and I
am sure that the County, and consequently the
Public, will benefit from our Organisation, both
in Wiltshire and nationally.

Charles Fuller

Chief Pilot, No.17 (Wiltshire) Unit
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Letter from America

from Colonel John Swain, CAP
Civil Air Patrol
United States Air Force Auxiliary

Dear Mr Parker

It was a delight to receive your letter in the mail yesterday morning. I
think your suggestion of a fraternal link is an excellent idea and one that
we would like to pursue. I will begin to explore how I can make this happen
at our end. I will also discuss this matter with our new National

Commander, Major General Amy Courter, when I meet with her at the end
of this month.

Thank you for your kind words about the Civil Air Patrol. It is gratifying to
know that we are so well recognized in the UK and I will pass on the
information about the Norfolk and Suffolk Air Museum to our CAP
historical foundation. It will certainly be a stop for me the next time I am
able to visit England. On a related note I have just discovered a still flying
Fairchild 24R in World War II CAP markings. This aircraft (which includes
a replica 100 pound bomb) participated in our Atlantic antisubmarine
Coastal Patrol. We are planning to bring it (along with 7 other CAP
aircraft) to Washington for the national 2009 Armed Forces Day
celebration.

From reading your summary and looking at your web site I think Sky
Watch Civil Air Patrol is off to an exceptional start. Itis outstanding that
you include helicopters and autogyros in your operations - something I wish
we were currently doing. It also sounds like you have some exceptional
leadership and a strong core of experienced pilots. As we have learned the
Mmmﬂnhhh:&thvﬂﬂhﬂmﬂpmmmhnmm
to a volunteer organization’s long term success. I suspect, however, that
¥you already know that.

I'll shortly send you some information of interest about the Civil Air Patrol.
I'll also be back in touch with you after I've talked with General Courter
and thought about some ways we can stay connected with each other.

Best regards,
John Swain






