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Your confributions are most welcome - please e-mail them lo
arnold_parker @ btinternet.com (befter stil with pictures if you
hawve them)

No.2 Unit - famed for its young,
good looking aircrews

John Bergin's girl frend Tianka checks out No.2 (York) Unit's Pioneer - John drives an
airfiner for KLM when he's not driving Alpha Romeo

Editor ~ Arnold Parker, R.Ae.C.Cd.



Wnrking in the Snow
L
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Following heavy snow in northeast Highlands
numerous wvehicles were stranded - Grampian
Police asked if 25 Unit could fly a sortie over the
regdion to assess the situation. RAF Kinloss had the
runway cleared of thick snow and we were the
only aircraft airborne in the area since Aberdeen,
. Lossiemouth and Inverness were all snow-closed.
! I used the MCROL to fly a route Forres -
Granton - Tomintoul - Aberlour - Huntly - Keith
- Elgin taking 70 minutes.

A major traffic incident was called in via Lossiemouth ATC, the
others were reported after landing. 5 commercial vehicles and & cars
were reported to the police, who had not previously considered Sky
Watch for traffic monitoring but were pleased with the result. At one
stage 60 vehicles were stranded on a two mile stretch of the A96 near
Huntly. Another voluntary organisation, the Community Off-Road
Transport Action Group, were also involved in providing six four-
wheel drive vehicles to help the police reach the stranded motorists.

One flight safety lesson was that my Rotax engine temperatures
were low as the OAT at 1,000 feet was -8 C. This required 10 minutes
warm up before departure and 1 flew two short climbs with flap and
max power during the sortie to get temperatures back into the green.
Another tip is to always have your sunglasses with you flying over
snow and never fly towards snow covered hills which have white cloud
as a background! Peter Macintosh, No.21 (Highland) Unit

Pioneers at Rufforth

Pioneer Managing Director Frank Cavaciuti wvisited in his Hawk and
completed the flight test programme on SW Pilot Martin Taylor's new
Pioneer, which he flew in with Observer-Pilot Een Wooton from No.8
Tnit's detached base at Hollym on the East Coast. Frank also fitted the
latest Ly pe hydraulic noss leg on No.2 Unil’s Pionser 300 “Alpha Romeo™.

Picture has Martin at far left , Frank has his back to camera, whilst being assisted by
grandson Athan.



" & FIRE : Fire spotted by Pilot &
'\ Observer crew Duncan Farrar and
Paul Tchaikovsky, No.2 Unit, York -
turned out to be a rubbish fire that
had got out of hand.
. ROBEBERY : Gyra orew FPhil
. Harwood and Steve Beckett (No.2
York Unit) spotted a robbery of

B . . stored metal in progress at a farm

e R | near York - rather disconcerting for

e .~ Bteve because it waa his farm!

IS “" The robber legged it when the gyro
pausad overhead.

Winston Churchill Travelling Fellowship

For Chairman

James (Tony) Cowan from Durham
City, Chairman of the United
Kingdom 8Sky Watch Civil Air
Patrol, a registered charity, has
been awarded a Winston Churchill
Travelling Fellowship by the |
Winston Churchill Memorial Trust.
Mr Cowan will use his award to
spend four weeks in the USA
working alongside the United
States Air Force Auxiliary Civil Air
FPatrol, The Cilvil Afr Patrol in the
O8A 12 reaponsible for around 80%
of inland search and rescue (SAR)
action and is at the forefront of
dizaster relief following evenis !

such as Hurricane Katrina which Tony Cowan at the controls of a
devastated New Orleans in 20085. Gippsland GA8 Airvan, in service with
The purpose of the visit is to study both the UK Civil Air Patrol and the US
the ordanization, training and Civil Air Patrol.

funding of the U3 Civil Air Patrol

and to apply the lessons learned to the Civil Air Patrol in the UE. The UK
Civil Air Patrol is the largest organization of its type in Europe with a
fleet of over 200 light aireraft. Mr Cowan added, *The civil air patrol in
the UK is at a crossroads and is a victim of its own success with the
demand for air observation sorties outstripping its limited funds. It is
hoped that lessons may be learned from the U8 Civil Air Patrol then
applied on this side of the North Atlantic.”

Mr Cowan is also a flight lieutenant in the Royal Air Forece Volunteer

Regerve and is a staff pilot at the Peterlee Parachute Centre at Shotton
airfisld.

Details of the Winston Churchil Memorial Trust and Winston Churchil Travefling
Fellowships may be found at www.wemt.org.uk
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No.21 (Worcester) Unit, Update™’

The Unstoppable Ray Johnson (L) seen here relieving Barcla
Bank of a thousand pounds towards Unit funds ... way on
persuasion programme which eventually re in No.21 Unit
being able to buy their own aircraft.

As someone once quoted - “If you are not struggling - You are not
prograssing.”

I guess we must be progressing!
We have now relocated to Throckmorton - a part of former RAF

Pershora. Wow - What a differencel Big Thanks to the owner Mr Bimpson
of Marshalls Transport for his permission to let us utilize part of the
runway (All hard Tac). Also thanks to our Chairman John Morgan and
Ray Johnson Treasurer/S8ecretary in dealing with the local authority.

More accolades go to Ray for putting all the real hard work into this
vanture and not only that but also for his scrounging skills in obtaining a
large caravan which the company who supplied it also transported and
gtablized it for us at our new base. All for free. Yes folks, for FREERIIlI 1
guess there are peaople who recognizse that we are a CHARITY AND WE
ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS.

I've got to mention Ray again for initiating the Fund Raising events
whera we partly funded our Thruster Aireraft with the help of Wychaven
District Couneil,

Three itemns for us to think about :

1. Responder Unit

2. Operational Unit.

&, Bupporter Unit.

Our present circumstances are definitely NOT number one but we are
striving for two and three. And at the moment I am working on this as
well as Observer Training with practical Air Exercises. Weather

permitting.
Happy Landings, John d"Rozario, Training Officer



FOLDED WINGS
John Atkinson RIP

We are sorry to report the passing of John Atkins, a Pilot with No.2
Unit (Kufforth) and a dear friend to me personally. <John had been ill
with eancer for a long time and it was only his tremendous will power
and the loving support of his family, partioularly his wife Dominika
and daughter Beverley, that kept him going for much longer than even
the doctors expectad.

He loved flying his AX2000 and it is an indication of his
determination that he showed up at the airfield shortly after a major
operation, intending to fly. Regretfully the CFI could not clear him to
£odua to his recent operation and general medical condition. Nothing
daunted John showed up next day with a brand new Medical
Certificate - and up he went.

John was buried following a service at 8t. Paul's Church, Hanging
Heaton, at which over 200 people attended, illustrating the
tremendous love and respect so many people have for John.

Goodbye old friend - yvou are cleared for take-off. Arnold

Job Well Done

Once a month the aircrews of No.2 Unit get together for a housekeeping
purge - many hands make light work and two hours of hard graft by half a
dozen or more workers gets the Sky Watch aircraft and hangar
thoroughly cleaned. Picture shows four of the aircrew with their pristine
Pioneer 300 - sporting its posh new hydraulic nose leg.

L/R are : Filots Andrew Stuart, Duncan Famar, Derek Splers, Pilot/Observer Nigel
Tharmhill. Not in the picture are Pilots Geoff Sutcliffe and Amold Parker.



DIARY DATES

Trustees Meeting Sunday 3 May 11:00
Sherburn Aero Club, Yorkshire
Chief Pilots & Deputies Welcome

23/24 MAY SKYWATCH SUMMER FLY-IN.
FELTHORPE AIRFIELD, NORWICH
524226 N 11143 E

Members of Bkywatch are invited to enjoy a weekend or day visit of
good company, shared experiences and good food and drink at Felthorpe
Alrfield. There will be a BEQ on both days with plenty to eat and drink
and tea, coffee and refreshments will be available all day.

We are looking forward to meeting representatives of the Police Air
Operations Unit, the Norfolk Air Ambulance and the Norfolk Civil
Emergencies unit.

Hegident alreraft at Felthorpe include a Tiger Moth, Hornet Moth and
Chipmunk all of which will be avallable for aerial views of the Norfolk
Broads on the basis of the usual contribution towards fuel costs.

There is plenty of space for car-parking, caravans and tents and local
BéeB information is available on request. There is no fixed landing fee at
Felthorpe but a donation towards airfield operating costs would be
appreciated. AVGAS 100LL is available.
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Incoming aircraft should call Norwich Radar on 119.38 and be aware
that Felthorpe is not far from the westerly extended munway centreline of
Norwich Internatiomal Airport. Incoming alreraft are welcome from

11.00 on Baturday.
PPR please on Michael's numbers

01493 752232 and 0789 991 6445
Further information from Michael Powell, Chief Pilot No & Unit SWCAP

Tel: 01483 THI232 - mob: OV8D 981 6445 e-mail: eco con@which net

22 July Sky Watch Fly in and Annual
General Meeting, RAF Henlow,
Bedfordshire






