AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2009

SKY WATCH REPORT

No. 27 Kent Unit’s First Social Event
at Biggin Hill International Air Fair

Vulcan at Biggin

Cur Kent Unit shows every sign of becoming SWCAF's upmarket social
butterflies having kicked off their season with a superb private enclosure
soiree at the Biggin Hill International Alr Fair, organised by Unit Chief
Pilot Peter, Lord of Abbots-Hay,

First SWCAP DFC

Two Hed Arrows pilots, Red Two and Red Four, joined our colleagues at
their event and it is pleasing to note that our first DFC., Wing Commander
Peter Ayrst DFC.,. was in the party. Peter flew Spitfires in the Second
World War and after the War he flew as a Test Pllot at Castle Bromwich
with the late, great Alex Henshaw. He is still flying and doing a great job
with No.27 Unit.

27's next event iz their fly-in at Headeorn in August. Anything
organised by Peter is normally “a reet good ‘do” ... although one doubts
they would refer to it as such - so I for one certainly intend being amongst
those present. Arnold
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NEWS FROM KENT - NO.27 UNIT

Capt. Peter (Adams) Lord of Abbots-Hay
UCP No.27 Kent Unit

L/A: val L tt,. my SWCAP PA, SWCAP Pilots Jaap Rademaker ... Lee
Rose .. Red Il HAF Red Arows ... Wing Commander Peter Ayrst DFC World
War Il Spitfire Pilot ... Yours truly UCFP 27 Kent Unit ... Ken Tuson ... Derek Hardiman
... Red IV RAF Red Arrows, Geoff Lane, Sky Watch Observer

Since our start of operations in June, we have been fairly busy. I made
a point of flying to various Airports/Airfields in Eent to meet as many of
the EKent pilots as was possible. This was a good way of ensuring they met
up with me, rather than by telephone. Iflew to Headcorn, Lydd, Manston
and Hochester to attend various meetings.

Then in late June I had a meeting with representatives from the Eent
Emergency Services, to set up good contact procedures. In the near future

we hope to have a joint meeting between the Emergency Services and a
group of Eent pilots.

Biggin Hill International Air Fair was cur first social event. Quite a
few Bky Watch pilots attended and the photograph gives a flavour of the
weekend. One of our new pilots, Jaap, flew in to the Saturday show in his
Savannah. One of photographs shows our Sky Watch group including
Wing Commander Peter Ayrst DFC. Peter flew Bpitfires in the Second
World War, after the War he flew az a Test Pilot at Castle Bromwich with
the late, great Alex Henshaw.

Our next event is a Bky Watch Eent 27 fiy-in at Headcorn, At that event
I intend to recruit quite a few more pilots for Bky Watch.

Well that’s all for now, Happy Aviating
Peter Abbots Hay
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Ken Brings ‘Em In

This picture of SWCAP Pilot Ken
Wooton was taken whilst he was looking
after the Air - Ground BRadio (and just
about everything else) at the fly in at
Hollym airfield on the Yorkshire Bast
Coast.

The lovely little cliff top airfield was
host to both a fly-in and a static and
flying display of large model aircraft.

Arnold flew in with the No.2 (York)
Unit MT-03 gyro (some of the models
were nearly as bigl)

BWCAF were well represented at RAF Linton-on-Ouse for the gathering
in celebration of the Gliding Unit's 80'th Birthday. Doe Tyler a Pilot-
Observer with No.2 Unit flew his Chevron in. Paul is an Instructor on the
Unit. He iz seen here with his wife Kati - ... yes, it is an absolute mistery as
to how he managed to persuade such a vision to take him on ... probably
he relied on simpathy - (that's the tactic I used it with Joan).

Also present was Tony Bimms, Chief Filot of No.1l Unit at Breighton
who flew his superb Chipmunk (has to be the best in Eurcpe) to the event.

I flew the No.2 Unit MT-03 gyro in - a bit basic compared to the £28
million Merlins that are based at Linton. 8till it was rather nice to show

off by landing BEFORE the piano keys on runway 28 with a six inch
ground roll. Arnold
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“Going Around”
is a brilliant ma-
noeuvre - it can
sort out any land-

ing problem ex-
cept an engine
failure.

Final approach
and it's just not
set up right? -
open up and go
around. Don't bother trying to salvage a duff ],a.nd.in,g open up and go
around. Bounce on touchdown? - it generally only gets worse - open up
and go around. words of wisdom from Bob Mifler’s OTA column

SWCAP Air Support for Red
Cross in Scotland

Sky Watch Scotland supported the British Red Cross (BRC) at the Kin-
drochit Quadrathlon on Loch Tay. BRC were providing full medieal facili-
ties, including a fleld hogpital, and also deployed their water rescue and
communications teams. The event provided useful practice prior to the
larger event on Windermers in September.

The following sorties were completed:

Stewart Russell departed Leven at 0530(|) in his Piper Cub to provide
surveillance for competitors swimming across Loch Tay. Stewart was cn
taak for 8 hours before returning to Leven.

I departed Kinloss at 1115 in the MCRO1 to provide surveillance for
competitors on the 7 mile kayak section along the Loch. I was on task for
2.256 hours from midday, returning to Kinloss by 1450.

Norman Butherland departed Perth in his Skyranger at 1530 to pro-
vide surveillance for the last kayak competitors up to 1700 local.

Several points were noteworthy:

1. The mobile phone makes joint operations involving two or more
units entirely feasible.

8. Very long flights, whilst quite hard work, are possible with in
flight bananas and pre-flight fluid planning.

8. BRC comms again worked very well - I maintained VHT contact
beyond 15nm from the Loch.

4. The latest attempt at visual ID of BRC rescue boats failed again.
The next step, in time for Windermere, is to paint the engine covers of
each boat a different colour to see if these are visible from search height.

8. We did not complete a marine band radio trial which will probably
have to wait for BRC to obtain their own channel,

My thanks to Stewart and Norman of 24 unit for their agsistance and
lan Ridout of BRO has asked me to pass on the thanks of his crews and the
event organisers.

Regards Peter Macintosh 83 Highland Unit, RAF Kinloss

Going Around i Great!
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INFORMAL
COMMUNICATIONS TRIAL

dome months ago our colleague in Northern Ireland, Norman Surplus
informed me that he was able to use his mobile telephone in flight by using
the bluetooth' connection and wearing a 'slug inside his headset.

I tried this method out last week when flying with Arnold in his Pioneer and
wearing a Bose headset with active noise reduction. I could hear the person
on the ground but all they could hear was the noise of the aircraft Today, I
tried again at the parachute centre whilat wearing a David Clark headsst.
This was a ground trial, it was too windy for parachuting, but this method
worked perfectly with two-way communication between the person in the
alreraft and the person on the ground.

Others may like to try this method as it cuts out all the cables that come with
& purpose built adaptor and, if it works, it also costs a lot lessl I got my ‘slug’,
a Jabra from T-mobile and it cost me nothing!

['ve attached a photo of the Jabra bluetooth’ gizmo which fits comfortably
inside the headser.

Please let me and the others know how you gat.

Best regards,

Tony Cowan, Chairman




West Sussex Search Briefing ™*°
This format might provide useful guidance for other Units

EXERCISE - Summaear 2009

SCENARIO - Stolen lorry trailer - believed hidden on remote farmiland
until police lose interest.

SEARCH AREA - & nm square orientated N-8 - COMPTON village in NW
corner. COMPTON is at 5.1nm on 157 deg true from AST2/AS
intersection Petersfield bypass. (points on 800 & 260 mil charts).
PROCEDURES - as per SWCAP Opa. Manual. The “trailer” is 3 wooden
pallets painted white and set out in a line. As nobody was successful last
Yyear the search area is reduced from 5 to 3 sq. miles and the target 1s a bit
more visible than last time. Use the procedure/s your feel appropriate on
the day.

IMPORTANT - ensure you contact Farnborough LARS (West) on 125.250
to ensure separation from other traffic. If you don't you will be an
unknown contact and they will have to maintain a 5 miles separation
around you. If they do not need to keep in contact with you they will tell
Yol

CAUTIONS

1. This area is used by the military night and day, chiefly Chinooks and
they are known to land there. They are big, fast and can make unusual
manoeuvres. But they carry good lights - should you spot one in the area
sheer off and try later. Also GA., helicopter and glider traffic. In
northerly winds hang gliders on the N side of the Downs.

&. Highest area point 800 feet AMSL, rising sharply from the North and
the ground undulates southward. Butser Hill just W of the A3 8 of
Petersfield is 886 feet complete with communications tower, Remember
the 500 ft. rule. There are a number of farms and houses, some with stock
and/or horses - please avoid.

3. Hecommended operating heights are not mandatory but make a lot of
sense. These sugdest starting at 2 000 ft AGL until you begin to feel more
comfortable and gradually work lower,

4. Itis not advisable to fly observation & search solo. If possible take an
Observer, preferably somebody who will fly regularly with you. An
aircraft with an Observer is four times more effective than one flown aolo,
The Observer can use binoculars and camera, concentrate on a point
continuously and help with navigation.

8. Remember the stall-spin risk of slow turns over a point of intersst -
especially those of you with quicker aircraft,

REPORTING - Unit Members range from Benscn in the North to
Goodwood and from Eent to Bournemouth with peints in between (this
should change soon). Fly the task at will, keeping your eyes peeled.
However names & e-mail addresses of the pilots who receive this memo

are listed in my e-mail. You are welcome to copy and send a general e-mail
with your intentions to us all

A brief report would be a great help to me and 8WCAP - how you got on ...
success or otherwise .. snags .. highs .. lows .. whatever. There's no
disgrace in reporting a “no find" - nobody has found my target in the last
two years. Ilook forward to hearing from as many of you as posaible.

Fly Safely, Francis de Beer, Chief Pilot, No.4 (West Sussex) Unit






