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A True Story
from Mike Daniels, Founder, CASARA, Canada

Look carefully at the B-17 of 379 Bomber Group
(Kimbolton) - shot up, one engine dead, fin, horizontal
stabiliser and nose shot up. Ready to fall out of the sky
Then notice the ME-109 flying alongside

Pilot Charlie Brown’s B24 had been hit by flack and fighters. It was over
Germany trying to get back to Kimbolton but the compass was shot up and he was
actually flying deeper into Germany. Franz Stigler was ordered to take off and
shoot the B-17 down. When he closed on the bomber he couldn’t believe how it was
still flying with the extent of the damage. He looked at the pilot, scared and covered
in blood.

Aware the B24 crew had no idea where they were going Franz waved at Charlie
to turn 180 degrees and guided the stricken aircraft to, and slightly over, the North
Sea. He saluted Charlie Brown and returned to his base, where he told his CO that
he had shot the B-17 down over the sea - and he never told the truth to anyone.

Charlie Brown and the remains of his crew told all at their debriefing but were
ordered never to talk about it.

Forty five years later, after a long search Charlie managed to made contact with
Franz who had still never talked about the incident.

Both men died in 2008. If you fly into Kimbolton, give them a salute.







